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A Closed Meeting of the Parish Council was held this evening at 7.00pm. 

 

Present: Cllrs Knowles (Chairman) (DK), Norris (Vice-Chair) (JN), Bradshaw (KB), Church (MC), 
Humphrys (JH), Tulip (PT), Whittaker (BW), County Councillor Robbie Moore (RM) and 
Mrs Taylor (Parish Clerk) (ET). 

 

In Attendance: Cllr Glen Sanderson and Paul Jones, Executive Director NCC. 

 

Closed Parish Council Meeting Minutes  

At 7.00pm there was a Closed Meeting where Cllr Glen Sanderson and Paul Jones, Service Director - 
Local Services NCC gave the Parish Council an update on train station parking.   
It was reported that Civil Enforcement Officers attended the car park on average about 30 times pcm and 
had been monitoring the numbers of available spaces during visits. It had been found that whilst the car 
park remains well used with more than 75% occupancy levels being regularly encountered at peak times 
during the week, there had only been one occasion when the NCC car park had been completely full 
since the parking charges were implemented.  It was therefore considered that the 72 hour limit and 
nominal £1.50 daily charge had been effective and that there were now parking spaces available daily in 
the NCC car park for train users, although the “free” Network Rail car park clearly filled up first.  Some 
concerns were raised regarding the need extend the double yellow lines by the coal yard at the top of 
South View and at the top of Curly Lane to improve visibility and ease of access for larger vehicles, which 
NCC agreed to review.  A suggestion to increase the time limit from 72 hours to 5 days was rejected by 
the Parish Council as it was felt that this would take up the now available parking spaces and could cause 
problems with more vehicles (than are already doing so to avoid a parking charge) parking in Curly Lane 
and South View.  This decision was reinforced when NCC advised that there was no opportunity to 
increase the number of spaces in the NCC car park and that to implement a 5 day time limit would require 
changes to the legal orders for the car park and signage so wasn't practical to be trialled as a temporary 
measure due to the costs involved.  The next steps following consultation with the PC, was for NCC to 
write again in the next few weeks to every resident (same catchment as received the last letter) advising 
of the intention to make the current experimental parking restrictions permanent and to ask for feedback 
on this.  NCC were to also pursue talks with Network Rail about the same charging structure being 
introduced to the Network Rail car park. 

 

The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held this evening at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Cllrs Knowles (Chairman) (DK), Bradshaw (KB), Hodgson (AH), Humphrys (JH), Norris (JN), 
Tulip (PT), Whittaker (BW), County Councillor Robbie Moore (RM) and Mrs Taylor (Parish 
Clerk) (ET). 

 

In attendance: Mike Norris for item 5b. 

 

 

Monthly Parish Meeting Minutes ACTION 

 Public Questions: There were no members of the public in attendance.  

1.  Apologies: Cllr Hodgson (AH) and County Councillor Gordon Castle (GC)  

2.  Minutes: the minutes of 23 July 2019 were agreed and signed as a true record.  

3.  Declarations of Interest: None  

4.  Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
Stone Walls, Longhoughton Road: ET to contact John Malloy (NIB team) to confirm  
the stone walls surrounding the trees on Longhoughton Road were not showing on the 
NCC database as being in the ownership of anyone – they were on “white land” and 
therefore it was considered there would be no objection to the NIB team should they be 
happy and able to do any repair works to the walls and/or planting.  
White Lines Road Painting: Ongoing.  White lines on the dangerous bends at Bilton 
and on the road next to the footpath at Bilton are in the NCC Highways works schedule.  
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“Welcome to Lesbury” Village Gateways: Ongoing. These are on order with NCC.   
NCC Highways were also to review and determine what other options, if any, were 
needed to slow traffic on Longhoughton Road; for example, traffic calming, road 
markings, extending the speed limit, etc.  Any such measures would depend on the 
NCC speed survey data results and were not guaranteed. 
VMS Sign: RM confirmed VMS Sign for Lesbury Road was on order and would be a 
moveable sign with a second post near the crossing on the A1068 and (possibly) on 
Longhoughton Road.  The PC could then pay to have the VMS sign moved between the 
3 positions.  RM confirmed NCC were looking into a VMS Maintenance Scheme which it 
was noted Lesbury PC wanted to be a part of for regular maintenance/service checks. 
River Aln Foot Bridge: RM advised results of the design survey (funded by £5k from 
the LTP) were not yet available.  Once costs were established, RM would be using 
some of his Members Allowance but additional fundraising would also be required. 
Extra Streetlights: Ongoing. (Footpath to P/O; Curly Lane and Hipsburn Steading). 
Fixed Assets: MC to confirm/clarify with ET about the grit bin numbering.  A quote to fix 
the benches had not yet been received from Penny Royale.  JH to follow up.  RM 
advised the damaged bench on Curly Lane was linked to Northern Power Grid.  RM to 
email ET a contact at Northern Power Grid so the PC could make a formal complaint. 
Lesbury towards Foxton: RM advised road surface dressing request reported. 
Parish Newsletter Editor: It was noted there had been no volunteers for replacement 
editor.  It was agreed DK to edit a newsletter with copy from JH to include an appeal for 
an editor.  It was noted that Adrian Vass was happy to organise delivery for a further 6 
months but after that a replacement for that position would also be required. 
Footpath from Lealands Estate to Bus Stop on A1068: JN advised evidence 
collection to submit to John McErlane, Definitive Map Officer, NCC was ongoing.   
Parish Council Vacancy: There are currently two vacancies on the PC which have 
been advertised and the PC can choose to co-opt when it receives any applications. 
Hipsburn to Alnmouth Footpath: It was noted that the hedges had now been cut. 
PC Bank Account Signatories: PT advised she was progressing her application to 
become a signatory.  AH was to become a fourth signatory. 
Bus Timetables: BW to contact Aviva to complain that the bus stops now only had a 
barcode instead of a timetable and that not all bus users had access to smart phones. 

 
 

All other matters arising were in hand and being dealt with or listed on the agenda. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MC 
JH 

RM/ET 
 
 
 

DK 
 
 

JN 
 
 
 
 

PT/AH 
 

BW 
 

5.  Matters Arising: 
a. Lesbury Sewerage Problem at The Wynd:ET reported that Northumbria Water 

were to now carry out annual CCTV of the drains by the grass area at The Wynd as 
they had been blocked by grease/oil/fat deposits which had caused raw sewage to 
be deposited on the grass area by the drains during high rainfall.  This proactive 
approach aims to prevent a recurrence, which has happened each time there has 
been high rainfall over the last few years.  A cheque for £100 was also to be sent to 
the PC by way of an apology for their poor response to communications from ET.  
18/04260/FUL –Pumping Station/Access Road for Foxton Glade: KB gave the 
PC an update on his communications with NCC in complaint of the passing of the 
application which was considered not to be in line with procedures.  A desktop 
review and no site visit had been carried out by the drainage officer and the planning 
officer had passed the application under delegated powers despite comments from 
the PC and complaints from local residents.  The PC was unhappy that the 
application had been passed as the location of the pumping station had been moved 
out of the Foxton Glade boundary and closer to Townfoot Steading.  The PC was 
also unhappy that such a large housing development could have been built (and 
residents moved in) when plans on how to deal with the sewage hadn’t been agreed 
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or finalised and as a consequence a second supplementary planning application had 
to have been submitted.  RM to follow up with KB.  

b. Listed Buildings in Lesbury: A report from Mike Norris had previously been 
circulated to the PC.  The report on listed buildings in Lesbury follows on from his 
work on the NDP where he had been asked to produce a list of non-designated 
historical assets.  Mike Norris proposed to the PC that he undertakes a review of all 
historic buildings and dwellings in the parish (inc Bilton, Hipsburn, etc.) and 
proposed that some are considered for listing.  The PC liked the idea of a research 
project on the history of the parish to preserve the information for future generations 
but urged caution about applying for buildings to be listed as this would have an 
impact on residents living/working/using those buildings – JH gave the example of 
the problems that had to be overcome when improving the village hall as the wall 
outside is listed and how a conservation area also protects buildings.  The PC 
confirmed to Mike they liked the idea of raising the profile of the parish’s historic 
assets to possibly include a pamphlet/booklet with the history of the buildings and 
also display board(s) to be located in the parish and Mike Norris was asked to do 
some more research identifying the properties of historic significance agreed to 
produce a more detailed report giving guidance on what he thought were the 
priorities and which buildings were of the most significant historic interest.  It was 
noted that there would be costs from Northumberland Estates archives but a firm, 
detailed proposal on the project, once agreed and ratified by the Parish Council, 
could be submitted to the Duke with an appeal for assistance on the research 
charges levied by Northumberland Estates. 

c. NALC - Data Protection Fees: ET confirmed advice from NALC was the PC 
needed to subscribe to the Information Commissioner’s Office - annual fee - £40.   

RM/KB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ET 

6.  County Councillors Robbie Moore & Gordon Castle – NCC Update 
Narrowgate Pedestrianisation: RM reported the consultation on this was ongoing.  
Lindisfarne Middle School: RM advised the traditional site was being turned into a 
community hub with a food bank, Citizen’s Advice Bureau and rentable space. The 
modern building was likely to be demolished and plans on what to do with the site was 
to be reviewed.  The green area was to be preserved as a green open space. 
Alnwick Playhouse: Refurbishment on schedule and to re-open mid-November.   
Alnwick to Alnmouth Station Foot/Cyclepath: RM confirmed works were ongoing. 

 
 
 
 
 

RM 
 

7.  Planning: 
a) 19/03585BT – Proposal to remove BT phone box 01665830468 (Lesbury Post 

Office) – the PC were to object on the grounds it must remain as back up 
communications for the defibrillator located opposite at the village hall. 

b) 19/03584/BT – Proposal to remove BT phone box 01665833208 (Alnmouth Station) 
– the PC were to object on the grounds that it provides a service to visitors who 
arrive to find the train station is located a good distance from neighbouring 
villages/towns and a telephone call to order a taxi is essential. 

c) 19/02309/FUL – 2 storey rear extension – Police House, 41 South View, Hipsburn, 
NE66 3PZ – no objections 

d) 19/02236/FUL – Walled garden/glasshouse/ancillary buildings – Foxbury House, 
Lesbury, NE66 3BA – no objections. 

e) 19/03494/FUL – Replace garage/raise roof/install dormer/extend kitchen – 
JustinBounds, Foxton Drive,  NE66 3BE – no objections. 

 

8.  Correspondence Received  
a) NCC – Local Transport Plan 2020-21.  It was agreed the top 3 priorities would be: 
i. Works to the Footbridge over the River Aln to make pedestrian friendly, especially for 

elderly/disabled residents and parents/carers with young children and pushchairs. 

 
 



 
Lesbury Parish Council   Lesbury Village Hall 

                Tuesday 24 September 2019 

 

 

Chairman: ______________________________          Date: ___________________________ 

 
 

Page 29 

ii. To improve the safety of pedestrians on Longhoughton Road, to include review of 
footpath provision and options for the reduction in speed of vehicles. 

iii. To contribute funds to ensure the successful completion of the Alnwick to Alnmouth 
Station Cyclepath to provide a safe pedestrian/cycle friendly route linking Alnwick 
with Alnmouth Train Station. 

b) NCC – North N’land Area Council – 6pm – 19/9/19 - noted 
c) NCC – Annual Town & PC Conference – 3/10/19 – KB to attend 
d) NCC – Northumberland Local Plan Notification of Examination Hearings - noted 
e) Natural England Coastal Access Team – England Coast Path – noted 
f) Environment Agency – Info for changes to Water Resource Licensing - noted 
g) Julia Wilson – Woodland Trust – the PC agreed the offer of free trees was a great 

opportunity but unfortunately the PC didn’t own any land on which to plant any trees. 
h) NCC – Tour of West Sleekburn Recycling Facilities – noted 
i) NCC – 3 extra grass cuts – 7% increase in cost on last year’s costs – agreed. 
j) Hipsburn Primary School – invitation to Parish and County Councillors to attend the  

9.  Parish Financial Matters 
a) Playdale Playgrounds Ltd (50% deposit Tractor Ride-on) - £5,886.20 - agreed 
b) PKF Littlejohn LLP – Notice of Conclusion of Audit and Fee - £240 - agreed 
c) Northumberland Estates (Annual Rent The Wynd Grass Area) - £10 - agreed 
d) Northumberland Estates (Annual Rent Memorial Garden) - £30 - agreed 
e) Northumberland Estates (Annual Rent Pondfield Play Area) - £75 - agreed 
f) Parish Clerk (July-Sept Wages) - £1,109.95 - agreed 
g) HMRC (PAYE) - £54 - agreed 
h) Penny Royale (Lesbury Works) - £24 - agreed 
i) CREDIT (NCC Precept) – CR £8,500 – noted 
j) Penny Royale (Lesbury Works) - £106.28 – agreed 
k) Information Commissioner’s Office (Date Protection) - £40 - agreed 

 

10.  NDP Update 
JH advised there had been an error on the part of NCC and therefore a delay with 
progress on the Lesbury NDP being submitted for external examination, consultation 
and referendum.  An apology from NCC had been received.  Work was now progressing 
and when ready, habitat assessments and strategic environmental assessments 
needed to go out for a 1 month consultation from the PC to stakeholder consultees.  

 

11.  Speedwatch Update/SpeedSign 
DK to contact Kevin Franklin to see if more Speedwatch surveys could be carried out. 

 

12.  Pond Field Update 
ET confirmed Playdale start works w/c 7 October to install the new tractor play 
equipment.  RoSPA Inspection Report from June 2019 inspection still not yet received. 

 
 

13.  Any Other Matters for Discussion 

• ET confirmed NCC had delivered 300 crocus bulbs to Billy McKnight. 

• MC was liaising with NCC regarding the bull in the field by Foxton.  KB offered to 
speak with the local farmer who owned the bull. 

• JH advised Alnmouth& Lesbury History Society has closed. They’ve given a pamphlet 
on a shipwreck where the bodies are buried in Lesbury. Mike Norris has the pamphlet. 

• ET has received on behalf of the PC a complimentary copy of a book Tribute to the 
Fallen 1914-1920 by David Thompson, Northumberland Branch of the Western Front 
Association.  DK to enquire if the Vicar is happy for it to be available for 
residents/visitors to view in the Church. 

 
 

MC/KB 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DK 

14.  NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm - Tuesday 22 October 2019 - Lesbury Village Hall. ALL 

 
 
 


